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In ancient North America the development of the human race did not attain this degree. The influences of its civilization, to he sure, extended to no mean distance, partly as far as the northern borderlands of the Gulf of Mexico, partly as far as the more articulated lands of Central America, where conditions more akin to those of the Mediterranean existed. The status of human civilization seems to have been the same as it was in Europe at the time of the migrations of the Dorians. It is a pity that, in America, the Spanish conquests put an end to the whole development. However, this conquest was nothing else than the extension to the farthest west of the influences of the Eurasian centers—foci of much greater importance and better adapted to the diffusion of civilization.
The same movement ruined the glorious civilization of the Incas, the history of which is entirely independent of, and yet so much similar to, the Mexican. When comparing the cliff-dwellings of the highlands of Quito or of the ancient inhabitants of Atacama, Des-poblado and Titicaca or the high pdramos of Peru, it is astonishing to see the great number of resemblances which were brought about by the similarity of physical environment. The intensely interesting products of these peoples are, however, rudimentary; they point out the much greater age of the history of the Old World, under the same circumstances.
The migration of peoples was also beginning in South America. The Aymaras were displaced by the Quichuas, and this migration began to extend civilization into the peripheral regions.
To-day both of these great civilizations lie in ruins. The influence of Eurasian civilization continues like that of a modern migration of nations. There are new irrigating gardens in the oases, and new nomads in the prairies, but the forest, the savannah, the half-desert and the desert, each still exercises its distinct influence on human life, as of old.

